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SLIDE – TEXTILE WARRIOR 
 

Intro to me – Textile Warrior 

 

Hi I’m Kathleen, I’m a paper and textile artist and I create under 

the name ‘Textile Warrior’. I am also a craftivist, tree hugger, 

organic gardener, serial renovator, wife and mum to two young 

children. 

 

A little more about me and the idea of negative expression – I hate 

Tony 

 

I have a lot to thank Tony Abbott for, but I’m not going to because 

it was the fact that everything that came out of his mouth horrified 

me and the anger that I felt in defence of the world my babies will 

have to live in that started me down this road of gentle protest and 

crocheting bugs out of plastic bags. 

 

SLIDE – MINISTER FOR SHEILAS 
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This collage isn’t really very clever, in fact it’s a bit mean and 

the only positive thing about it is maybe that there’s a bit of 

humour to it, even if it’s not the nice kind. As far as protests go, 

it’s pretty tame but it should have been predictable that it would 

be called ‘childish and boring’ on facebook by people who didn’t 

want to make fun of Tony, even if they weren’t really his 

supporters. 

 

It’s negative and antagonistic, and it was only a public vent of my 

feelings. I didn’t feel better after making it, and I was a bit 

bothered by being called ‘childish and boring’. 

 

I don’t want to be that person. 

 

DON’T CHANGE SLIDE YET 

 

Moving to positive expression – the windfarm 

 

But not long after, Tony and Joe tapped into the demographic that 

believe that wind farms are a blight on the Australian landscape, 

even when compared to an open cut coal mine.  

 

Now I love wind farms and I nearly wet myself when I stood 

underneath a wind turbine at Wattle Point on the Yorke Peninsula on 

a family holiday a few years ago, so me and Tony, we don’t really 

see eye-to-eye on this one either. 

 

SLIDE – WINDFARM 
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So I made another collage, an Australian landscape with a windfarm 

in it for an international Collage challenge of new landscapes and 

rather than what Tony thinks, I just showed everyone what I think. 

 

The idea is that people see it and think ‘oh, that’s lovely – maybe 

they’re not so ugly after all’. 

 

Non Violent Protest 

 

So that’s gentle protest, non-violent protest. I won’t antagonise 

anyone and the worst that could come of it is that someone just 

doesn’t like it, but hopefully people will see the beauty in it. 

This is a person I want to be. 

 

My positive art 

 

This began a series of collages where the clearly positive result 

was a reflection of the emotional journey I went through, usually 

starting with some feeling of anger, despair or internal conflict 

and through my research of the subject finding some discovery of 

hope, beauty or simply a positive way of expressing these feelings. 

 

SLIDE – MADE IN DETROIT 
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I was aware of the awful tragedy of the City of Detroit, its 

socioeconomic and urban collapse, but the incredible images some 

photographers like Andrew Moore were able to capture, as well as 

stories I found about the profound cultural revolution building 

there, were exciting and opened my eyes to the hope that is 

rebuilding the city at a grass roots level. It really is a post-

industrial society we can all learn from.  

 

This is a depiction of one of the 1500 plus urban farms which have 

emerged from the wreckage and decay. These urban farms have not only 

provided much needed food but are bringing communities together. 

 

SLIDE – MOTHER’S DAY 

 
 

This is a nod to the struggling mums out there. Social media and 

even our day to day interactions are pretty misleading about the 

reality of raising wild animals and moulding them into respectable 

members of society. Any suggestion that your personal warzone might 

actually be normal can help get you through that next 24 hours.  
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SLIDE – HOME 

 
 

I think how I really felt about the Abbott government’s decision to 

log heritage listed rainforest in Tasmania is expressed rather more 

subtly here. You should have heard me in the weeks leading up to 

making this one, though. 

 

SLIDE – BLACK FRIDAY 

 
This is that moment when you realise you’ve bought too much at the 

IKEA sale and you can’t fit all your bargains AND the kids in the 

car and for a brief and fleeting moment you consider leaving them in 

Playland.   
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It’s a bit of an anti-consumerism piece about our behaviour in the 

face of an absolute bargain, myself included. Made from recycled 

envelopes, the 2014 IKEA catalogue and flat pack packaging for the 

Collage Club junk mail challenge. 

 

SLIDE – THE YEAR OF LIVING MINIMALLY 

 
My attachment to the quality and history of vintage pieces conflicts 

pretty strongly with my desire to embrace the minimalist lifestyle 

and detach myself from my possessions. This is my husband Paul and I 

having our gap year after the kids have moved out and me not able to 

part with my mid-century Douglas Snelling dining chairs. They don’t 

even fit in the caravan. 

 

SLIDE – BOWIE EMBROIDERIES 
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I'm still grieving our loss of David Bowie. I started this series of 

paper embroideries on the day of his death and it continues to be 

part of a grieving process for me. It was inspired by the notion 

that he influenced millions of people of all ages, from all walks of 

life, the world over in highly personal ways and that there is a 

little bit of Bowie in all of us. These vintage fan photos and 

postcards of silent movie stars are all class. 

 

SLIDE – LITTLE RUNDLE STREET 

 
 

This is just a big arse wall of flowers I made for the Little Rundle 

Street Art Project during Fringe this year, drawing attention to the 

fact that bees need flowers. It was hand made from woven and 

crocheted plastic bags and was the mother of all works to date.  

 

There were about 300 flowers in this piece and took around 160 hours 

of hand weaving alone. I always seem to work this way, whether it’s 

digging out tons of soil by hand instead of hiring a bobcat when I’m 

renovating or working with tweezers and a exacto knife with a 

magnifying glass while I’m doing micro-collage. Maybe it’s a little 

bit of meditation or just the hands-on investment in what I’m doing 

but it’s important to me and I feel more connected to the piece when 

I do it this way. 
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Don’t undervalue your activism – Introduction to Craftivism 

 

While it appears to be pretty subtle, the intention of changing 

minds with your art or craft is enough to make it a form of 

activism, and an activist who works with craft is a “craftivist”.  

 

SLIDE – CRAFT + ACTIVISM = CRAFTIVISM 
 

Betsy Greer is the Godmother of “Craftivism” and has been doing it 

since 2003.  Most recently Betsy co-founded the international ‘You 

are so Very Beautiful’ craftivism project with Mary England where 

they handstitched and embroidered affirmations to leave in public 

places. Betsy began writing affirmations for herself in 2015 to 

begin healing her own heart and thought that maybe other people 

might need to hear them to help battle the constant onslaught of 

negative expectations and false ideals we experience from within 

ourselves as much as from the outside world.  

 

 

SLIDE – YOU ARE SO VERY BEAUTIFUL 
 

I was involved in the April Melbourne drop headed up by Sayraphim 

Lothian and my piece was found by a French traveller on top of a 

Rolling Stones biography in the Rock n’roll section of the Melbourne 

public Library. It was her first day in Australia and the find was 

perfect timing for her as she was on a journey of self discovery 

after some difficult personal life experiences. 

 

Crafting in any form can be an act of resistance and you shouldn’t 

dismiss your influence because it might seem small. Hand making 

itself opposes consumerism and choosing organic, fairly traded, 

thrifted, repurposed or vintage materials acknowledges the limited 

resources of our planet. The ethics of crafting itself are often 

centred around environmentalism, sustainability, human rights and 

anti-capitalism and tend to place people well before profits. 
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SLIDE – LISA HALLDEN PIECE 
For me Lisa Hallden of @stitchforus in Stockholm is as good as 

craftivism gets. Lisa cross stitches political protest messages on 

vintage fabrics and recycled clothing and hangs them up in public 

places. Lisa started stitching as a way of expressing her 

frustration with the way that European politics failed humanity. She 

didn’t want to contribute to a climate of debate where she felt many 

were shouting and very few were listening so her stitches became her 

way of getting her message out there. She feels that the softness of 

the fabric, the floss she used and the slowness of the stitching 

helped her express more than she ever could as a journalist rattling 

off pieces on a keyboard. Cross stitch is more often associated with 

kind old dears and traditional wall hangings of country cottages 

than with political messages in an urban environment, so the 

contrast between the gentle materials and potent word, in 

combination with time and human touch that is poured into each piece 

make her stitched words an excellent way to do political 

communication. 

 

 

SLIDE – RELEASE THE FRIGHT BATS 
 

I also admire Melbourne artist Sayraphim Lothian. Her craftivism 

project called “release the fright bats” was a project to support 

outspoken women fighting for equality around the world. These hand 

carved Lino printed Pennants were tagged all over Melbourne waving 

the flag for women everywhere. 
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SLIDE – I HEART GLANDORE KINDY 

 
Introduction to Guerrilla Kindness 

 

Most of Sayraphim’s work however, is guerrilla kindness like this  

public display of gratitude I made for the teachers and community of 

my son’s kindergarten. It was such a wonderful year for my family 

when my son attended and we had to let them know in no uncertain 

terms how much we appreciated them. This piece was nearing 

completion at the time of the terrorist attacks in Paris, and you 

might notice the colours of some of the flowers are taken from the 

flags of the countries who at the time were affected by terrorism.  

 

I snuck this one in before any of the teachers, children or parents 

arrived so that it would be a surprise for them. This kind of street 

craft is Guerrilla Kindness. It is most often anonymous and suits me 

to a T because I’m a bit self-conscious about my public pieces. 

 

Helpers perform Seed drop here 

 

SLIDE – SEEDS FOR BEES STAMP 
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Intro to Seeds for Bees 

 

My Seeds for Bees project is a bit of a mash-up of guerrilla 

kindness and craftivism. 

 

When I, or one of my accomplices, perform a ‘seed drop’, we leave 

packets of bee-attracting flower seeds on the streets for anyone to 

find and take home to plant in their garden. It’s a little bit of 

happy for them and quite a lot for the bees – you might know that 

bee numbers are declining significantly all over the world and one 

the problems other than neo-nicotinoids is the loss of habitat. We 

just don’t plant enough flowers anymore – cottage gardens are a 

thing of the past.  

 

SLIDE – HOSIER LANE 

 
The perfectly executed seed drop 
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Now this is a perfectly executed seed drop – look I really do care 

about the bees and the people that find the seeds but you understand 

that the aesthetics of a well-placed seed drop is really quite 

important. 

 

This seed drop was made by Saraphim Lothian in Hosier Lane, a well 

known street art laneway in Melbourne City so I was hanging in the 

company of some of the best street artists in Australia which really 

floated my boat. 

 

SLIDE – SEQUENCE OF SEED DROPS 
 

A good seed drop is in a great location, where likeminded people 

will find it like street art lanes, eco festivals, organic cafes, 

community gardens, markets and public transport corridors. They also 

tend to be framed by vintage architecture, set amongst flowers or 

street art, and pegged at eye level. 

 

The Packets 

 

The seed packets are torn from the 1000 pages of a Dinosauria I 

found in a box of books waiting for me to make something out of to 

enter into a repurposed book exhibition, and I use other recycled 

papers like envelopes, gift wrapping and paper bags for the hexagon 

punch. 

 

Then it’s just stamp, stitch, stuff and repeat. A lot... And I 

usually rope in my 3 year old Daughter to help with the harvesting 

process. 

 

The Seeds 

 

The seeds are a usually mix of organically grown and hand harvested 

marigold, alyssum and sunflowers.  

 

As I mentioned earlier I’m a keen gardener, and when we moved into 

the house we live in now, there was nothing but lawn and three old, 
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old fruit trees which pretty much convinced me to buy it. The soil 

was tired and didn't have much life in it so I decided to renew it 

with organic methods, composting, worm farms and no-dig. I self-

studied permaculture and over the next ten years our backyard has 

been rejuvenated without the use of commercial fertilisers or 

pesticides. I began to get a feel for the earth, planting 

sacrificial broccoli and spinach for the caterpillars and not 

spraying the aphids. With this came the return of birdlife, the 

ladybugs, butterflies and bees.  

 

Over time my love of nature turned into a respect for nature. To not 

mess with it, to give back what I take and to do what I can on my 

patch to restore balance. I had just learned about the “Doomsday 

Vault” in Norway and that scared the hell out of me. I also realised 

the importance of seed, that just about every living thing on our 

planet depends on it for food and the air we breathe and then my 

fear turned into annoyance with massive corporates owning seed 

rights.  

So at the end of Autumn 2015, instead of composting spent plants, I 

let my vegie patch go to seed and flower, and saved thousands of 

heirloom marigold seeds which had been handed down three generations 

from my grandmother with the intention of giving them away to family 

and friends. Broccoli, parsley, spinach, Boc Choy and radish in 

flower really is a sight to behold and I was amazed at the number of 

bees buzzing around my garden. It was a hive of industry and I was 

fascinated and thoroughly entertained watching their overloaded 

pollen bodies trying to fly away. It now seemed I had a thing for 

bees as well as wind turbines and I knew as a species they were in 

trouble. I wanted to help. 

 

My First Seed Drop 

 

My first seed drop was in August 2015 at tram stop 8 on the street 

where I live. I was quite nervous and self-conscious, and felt like 

I was going to get caught and be in trouble…… in fact I had visions 

of being escorted away by the police as my small children watched.  

Anyways, they were snaffled up by the time the next tram arrived so 

I made more and pegged them up along other stops along the tram 
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corridor and posted photos to social media with the #seedsforbees 

hashtag. 

 

More seed drops where have they gone 

 

That very day I was approached by public artist and investigator of 

guerrilla kindness Sayraphim Lothian from Melbourne. She loved the 

idea and offered to peg some up around Melbourne. Since then I have 

been inundated with requests and now over 1500 packets have been 

pegged up by more than 20 collaborators in Adelaide, Melbourne, 

Newcastle, Brisbane, Townsville, Hobart and more recently in 

Stockholm, the capital of Sweden. Quarantine restrictions in some 

states and Sweden have prevented me from sending my own seeds so 

I’ve managed to collaborate with other seed savers in these places. 

Seeds for Bees have also been used as bonbonnieres at three 

weddings, corporate gifts for hive sponsors of the Adelaide Bee 

Sanctuary and offshoot seed drop projects have begun in Hobart, 

Brisbane and in Germany. 

 

 

Seeds for Bees What’s next 

 

What’s next for seeds for bees? 

 

It’s getting to the point where I’m going to need some help to keep 

up with the demand for Seed for Bees, especially as this winter I’m 

hoping to Paint the Town Yellow and get as many seeds as possible 

dropped and planted in Adelaide to make it a sanctuary for bees when 

they crawl out of the hive in spring. 

 

I’d love to meet any other seed savers who practice organic 

gardening methods, some crafty folk to help me with the stamping, 

the stitching, the stuffing (and the repeating) and of course some 

accomplices to perform aesthetically pleasing seed drops! 

I would also welcome any potential social sponsors out there who 

would like to get on board to help me run this project as a not for 

profit rather than a loss enterprise. 
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Close 

 

SLIDE – TEXTILE WARRIOR 
 

I hope you will all feel confident to be active in your own way, to 

not undervalue your contribution and never give up trying to find a 

more positive way to express your fears and anger and opinions and 

if something is pissing you off, make your own way to the spotlight 

and do something about it.   

 

If you’ve got any questions there’s plenty of time now or if you’d 

just like to have a chat, I’ll be here for most of the day.  

 

Be kind to each other and thanks for listening today. 


